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fast and came out on top. In the end, the
Wildcats refused to lose. They ended with a
29–3 record.
The Billings community is justifiably proud of
the extraordinary group of young and talented
future leaders on the Wildcats Basketball
Team.
I urge my colleagues to join me in congratulating the Billings Wildcats Basketball Team,
the Missouri Class 2 State Champions.
f

HONORING
ATTORNEY
EDWARD
BLACKMON, JR. FOR HIS SERVICE TO THE GREENWOOD, MISSISSIPPI COMMUNITY

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

Attorney Blackmon and his wife, Attorney
Barbara Blackmon, are celebrated for their
philanthropic services in the area of education.
They have made substantial financial contributions to their alma maters, Tougaloo College
and Jackson State University, in addition to a
number of other institutions and individual students seeking to advance themselves through
higher education. Attorney Blackmon is a
member of the Cade Chapel Missionary Baptist Church and is the father of four children,
Janessa, Madison, Bradford and Stephen.
Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Attorney Blackmon for his dedication and service to the state of Mississippi.
f
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Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor a remarkable public
servant, Attorney Edward Blackmon, Jr. Attorney Blackmon was born and raised in Canton,
Mississippi. He is a graduate of Tougaloo College, where he obtained his Bachelor of Arts
degree in Political Science. He received his
Juris Doctorate from the George Washington
University Law Center in Washington, DC in
1973.
Shortly after completing George Washington
University, Attorney Blackmon began practicing law in Mississippi at the North Mississippi Rural Legal Services in Greenwood,
Mississippi. Attorney Blackmon remained with
North Mississippi Rural Legal Services until
1974 when he entered into private practice in
Canton, Mississippi with the Law Firm of
Blackmon & Smith. In 1989, Attorney
Blackmon and his wife, Attorney Barbara
Blackmon, formed the Law Firm of Blackmon
& Blackmon in Canton where he currently
serves as the firm’s Senior Partner.
Attorney Blackmon has extensive experience in personal injury, products liability and
defense law. His clientele reads like a ‘‘Who’s
Who’’ among corporate America. Attorney
Blackmon has defended some of the nation’s
top corporate companies in civil litigation, and
obtained hundreds of millions of dollars in civil
awards for damages on behalf of his clients.
Attorney Blackmon also has lengthy experience in criminal law defense as well. During a
20 year period involving more than 50 defense
trials, Attorney Blackmon excelled without losing a single case.
He is a 24 year member of the Mississippi
House of Representatives, where he previously served as Chairman of the Judiciary
Committee. In other capacities, he has served
as Chairman of the Legislative Black Mississippi State House of Representatives Caucus, President of the Magnolia Bar Association, and is currently serving as a member of
the Tougaloo College Board of Trustees, in
addition to the George Washington University
School of Law Board of Advisors.
In 2002 Attorney Blackmon was named by
the National Law Journal as one of the Nations Top 10 Litigators. Among his many
achievements in his role as a public servant,
Attorney Blackmon is most proud of his work
as a State Legislator. He has led redistricting
efforts that led to the reapportionment of legislative and judicial districts which increased the
number of minority representation in each of
those offices.
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Mr. SCHILLING. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great pleasure and honor that I congratulate
Ms. Gladys L. Williams of East Moline, Illinois
on a momentous milestone, her 100th birthday, which will be on April 15, 2012.
Born in Kansas on April 15, 1912, the very
day the Titanic sank, Gladys grew up to be
tough, but a dedicated and wonderful mother
whose kids always knew she had their backs.
Along with her husband A.H. and her three
children, Gladys moved around the country
more than 30 times over the years due to her
husband’s job with the Rock Island Railroad.
The family moved in and out of the Quad Cities nearly a dozen times until they finally
made Moline home in 1954, around the time
A.H. was named General Manager.
Gladys and her family have been active in
Moline’s First Baptist Church, and she worked
in an area high school’s cafeteria before eventually relocating to East Moline 16 years ago.
Her family did the math recently, and determined that Gladys has been blessed with 17
grandchildren, 36 great-grandchildren, and 21
great-great-grandchildren.
East Moline Mayor John Thodos declared
April 15th, 2012 ‘‘Gladys Williams Day’’ in
honor of this remarkable woman. Mr. Speaker
and my distinguished colleagues, I respectfully
ask that you join me in wishing Gladys a very
happy 100th birthday, and the best as she
celebrates this joyous occasion with her
friends and many members of her family.
f
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Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, on
Sunday, March 25, Belarusan-Americans commemorated Belarusan Independence Day. On
that date in 1918, during World War I, the
Belarusan National Republic was declared. Although independence was short-lived and
Belarus forcibly subjected to Soviet rule, it did
mark an historically significant milestone in the
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aspirations of the Belarusan people for freedom and their own unique identity.
While Belarus became independent in 1991
with the dissolution of the Soviet Union, this
independence today is under threat thanks to
the dictatorial rule of Alexander Lukashenka,
who has relentlessly squelched dissent, strangled democratic institutions and the rule of
law, stifled human rights and political liberties,
and refused to reform the Soviet-type statedominated economy. This has made Belarus
dangerously vulnerable to Russian influence
and has greatly weakened its prospects for integration into the European family of nations.
The brutal crackdown that began 15 months
ago with the fraudulent December 19, 2010
election persists. Its most recent manifestation
is the barring of numerous opposition leaders,
human rights activists and independent journalists from traveling abroad—yet another in a
litany of violations of Belarus’ OSCE commitments. Especially egregious is the continued
imprisonment of democratic opposition leaders
and activists, and human rights defenders
Andrei Sannikau, Mikalai Statekevich, Zmitser
Bandarenka,
Ales
Byalyatski,
Syarhei
Kavalenka,
Zmitser
Dashkevich,
Pavel
Seviarynets, and others, many of whom face
inhumane conditions in detention. I’d like to
add my voice to those of countless Belarusans
and Belarusan-Americans calling for the immediate and unconditional release of all political prisoners in Belarus.
Mr. Speaker, in January the President
signed into law the Belarus Democracy and
Human Rights Act of 2011, which I authored.
This law strengthens, in view of Lukashenka’s
crackdown, two earlier laws I wrote promoting
democracy and supporting the Belarusan people in their struggle to replace the Lukashenka
dictatorship with a representative government
that will respect human rights and democratic
values. But Congress’s efforts on behalf of the
Belarusan people can’t end there—I’d like to
ask my colleagues to continue to raise
Belarusan human rights issues with the administration, with foreign parliamentarians,
and, whenever we encounter them, with officials of the Lukashenka dictatorship.
f
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Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, I have
great admiration for Mayor Rudy Giuliani. He
is a courageous American leader who speaks
with authority when it conies to the safety and
security of the American people. On Saturday,
March 24, 2012, on the occasion of the Iranian New Year, Nowrouz, Mayor Giuliani addressed a conference in Paris attended by
nearly 1,000 people to discuss ways to
counter the Iranian threat and standing with
the people of Iran and their organized opposition.
His remarks are crucial since they were preceded just a few days before by a campaign
by unidentified U.S. Government officials who
wanted to silence him and other senior former
U.S. Government officials who had called for
regime change in Iran and support for the Iranian opposition. Mayor Giuliani was flanked by
other former officials including Attorney General Michael Mukasey, Homeland Security
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Secretary Tom Ridge, Ambassador John
Bolton, Congressman Patrick Kennedy and
others who called for the removal of the main
Iranian opposition movement, the Mujahedin-e
Khalq (MEK), from the list of Foreign Terrorist
Organizations.
They also called for the U.S. Government to
uphold its written commitment to the safety
and security of the 3,400 Iranian dissident
residents of Camp Ashraf as well as those
who relocated to Camp Liberty.
Mayor Giuliani and his colleagues have extensive support in the U.S. Congress who
commend their work. In this respect, nearly
100 of my colleagues have co-sponsored H.
Res. 60, which calls on the Secretary of State
to remove the MEK from the terrorist list. I am
pleased to submit Mayor Giuliani’s remarks in
Paris.
Mayor Rudy Giuliani: Thank you very
much. Thank you. Thank you very much.
Thank you. Thank you. Thank you very
much. Thank you. I want to begin by joining
Madam Rajavi in expressing my deep sympathy and empathy and prayers for the families of the victims of excessive fundamentalism here in France. As mayor of a city
that suffered that fate over ten years ago, I
think I have particular understanding of how
much pain and suffering that causes. I also
want to join Madam Rajavi in her pointing
out that this is an example not of Islam or
the Islamic religion, but an example of how
any religion or ideology can be taken to excess by people who misuse it. And I think the
people of France understand that as the people of America did.
I also want to assure you, speaking for myself and so many of my colleagues, that
anonymous, cowardly sources in the State
Department or elsewhere who unknowingly
are doing the bidding of the mullahs don’t
frighten me, won’t stop me, won’t stop any
of us, ever.
It would seem—thank you. It would seem
to me that the resources of my government
could be better used to try to figure out who
these anonymous leakers are in the State
Department who seem to be doing the bidding of the Iranian regime, rather than fighting for freedom and democracy and decency
in Iran. But if anything, this will just make
us more determined. I also want to congratulate all my colleagues who have shown great
courage in dealing with this, as I knew they
would. And really, it doesn’t take a great
deal of courage. It just takes doing the right
thing. We believe we are right. We are aware
of the pressures. And I’m going to tell you
what I believe and I’m also going to tell you
how I think this can be easily resolved in
sort of a common sense, sensible way.
First of all, I believe that, I believe that
Camp Liberty is an inhumane and indecent
place. I don’t believe it’s a detention facility
at all. I think it’s a prison camp. The
amount of space that’s being given to the
people there is a couple of feet per person,
well below the minimums for American prisons, significantly below what’s given to accused terrorists at Guantanamo, for example. I believe it’s a place in which there are
prison guards and police that menace the
people who now are at Camp Liberty.
I believe that they are in danger, the people of Camp Liberty are in danger of possibly
having the same fate as the people at Ashraf,
of whom some 47 have already been killed, 11
in 2009 and 36 in 2011. And I believe that there
is no facility in Camp Liberty for processing
these people the way you would process people if, in fact, in good faith, America and the
UN were living up to their promise.
Now, I believe all these things in my heart.
I’ve seen proof of it. I’ve seen indications of
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it. I’ve seen evidence of it. But I guess I
could be wrong. Here’s the way to find out. If
the anonymous sources in the State Department are so convinced of the validity of what
they’re saying, and I say this with greatest
respect also for the Secretary of State, Mrs.
Clinton, for whom I have a great deal of respect; send me there. Let me go there. Let
me see it with my own eyes. I have eyes. I
have a brain. I have senses. If you bring me
back, you can put me under oath and ask me
to tell the truth about it. I can bring a camera with me so that we don’t have to dispute
whether I’m right or you’re right. Let’s see
how much space they have. Let’s see how decent or indecent these facilities are. Let’s
see if there are provisions being made to relocate people or there are not. In other
words, let’s see if my country that I love, the
United States of America, is living up to the
promise that it made to the people of Ashraf
to protect them and to treat them decently
or it’s breaking that promise. I promise you,
I will tell the truth about it if you let me go
there.
And if you don’t want to send me, you can
send Judge Mukasey or Tom Ridge or Patrick Kennedy or four or five of us and then
you can put us before Congress and put us
under oath and I assure you, we’ll tell the
truth about it and we’ll get this resolved.
Are we being misled or is the State Department breaking its promise to the people of
Ashraf? Let’s get an answer to it once and
for all.
I hope they take us seriously. And I hope
they want to get this resolved because this is
truly a humanitarian issue of gravest importance, above and beyond all of the other political issues. Twelve hundred people have
now been moved to Camp Liberty. We are
aware of what happened to the people in
Camp Ashraf in 2009 and in 2011, where
Maliki, doing the bidding of the Iranian government, had them killed. We have grave
fears that somehow that may happen again
and we have grave fears that this is not a decent, legitimate attempt to relocate people.
This has to be resolved. This is beyond all
of the other issues that are involved.
Delisting, how to deal with the Iranian regime. This is just a matter of common decency and I am so disappointed. I can’t express to you how disappointed I am in my
government and the way they’ve acted here.
They made a promise to protect these people
and they are unwilling to live up to that
promise. And we are going to fight very, very
hard to make sure that they do.
The second point that I would like to make
is that I fear that this is all part of a dangerous and misguided approach that will
yield many, many more problems beyond
this. I believe that my president and my
country, at least with regard to this policy,
has a serious and dangerous misconception
that you can negotiate with the mullahs,
that you can negotiate with Ahmadinejad.
I believe the President still is attempting
to do that. He’s still writing letters to the
Ayatollah. I can’t imagine what’s in those
letters. I don’t even know how you begin a
letter to an ayatollah. Dear Ayatollah, your
eminence, your holiness, or I don’t know
what you call them, but in any event, President—Somehow I don’t think letters are
going to persuade him to become humane,
decent, to embrace democracy, and to stop
trying to develop nuclear weapons. I have a
feeling that the only thing that will stop
him and the only thing that will stop
Ahmadinejad is if they see strength, if they
see power, if they see determination, if they
see an America that is willing to support the
people that want to overthrow the regime of
Iran.
We are for—America is and has participated and has been for regime change in
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Egypt, regime change in Libya. We now talk
of regime change in Syria. All of which is
fine, particularly Syria. But much worse
than all three combined is the regime in Iran
for the last 20 or 30 years. So how can we possibly be for regime change in these three
places, but we’re not for regime change in
the worst actor in the region, the biggest
supporter of state sponsored terrorism in the
world, and the biggest opponent of the
United States of America, at least since 1980?
So, how about we now are for regime change
in Iran and we side with the people like you
who hopefully can bring that about?
There are people that say that you have no
influence inside Iran. The same anonymous
sources from the State Department then say
that you’re responsible for identifying Iranian nuclear scientists that the Israeli
agents are killing. Well, you deny that. The
Israelis deny that. But somehow I can’t figure out if these anonymous sources are talking to each other. Either you have no influence inside Iran, in which case you couldn’t
possibly be responsible for fingering and
identifying these scientists, or you have a
lot of influence inside Iran, which is something, you know, we should take into consideration. So, these sources are so contradictory that I don’t know how anybody can rely
on them.
Here’s what I know. You, Madam Rajavi
and all of you, stand for democracy. That’s
an American value. You stand for freedom of
religion. That’s an American value. You
stand for a secular government. That’s an
American value. You stand for due process of
law. You stand for a non-nuclear Iran. You
stand for the rights of women. And these
place that hates you the most is the Iranian
government. The EU has delisted you. The
United Kingdom has delisted you. I can’t
find any other place that lists you as a terrorist group but two. Iran, and they are executing people in Iran who they believe are
members of the PMOI. One is up for execution right now. That shows how dangerous
Iran thinks you are. I kind of get encouraged
by groups that Iran finds dangerous.
So, I think it’s about time that the Secretary of State make a decision. Almost a
year ago, she was ordered to make that decision. It’s supposed to be made in 180 days.
Again, from what I see, from the facts that
I see—I don’t have possession of all the secret facts—but so far every single fact that
I’ve seen is that this organization stands for
everything that gives us hope of a decent life
and a decent future in Iran. And if there are
any facts to the contrary, then why is it taking so darn long to make this decision that
should have been made eight or nine or ten
months ago? If you have facts that are contrary to that, it’s really easy to write them
and it’s really easy to put it out there and
it’s really easy to file the decision.
So, I hope that over the course of the next
several months, we can accomplish two
things. We can protect the people in Ashraf
who are moving to Camp Liberty. We can get
there. We can get to see it and we can allow
them to make the changes that might be
necessary to make it a decent and livable
place. We can get them relocated to places
where they can be safe.
And we can finally see a delisting of a decision that was the wrong decision in the first
place. It was a decision that was intended to
placate. It was a decision that was intended
to appease. It was a decision that was intended to try to set up a dialogue years ago
that never worked. And right now, the
enemy, the enemy of stopping a nuclear Iran
is appeasement. That’s the enemy. That’s
the false notion that has made Iran bolder,
stronger, and more determined to become
nuclear. Let’s stop the appeasement. Let’s
stop trying to negotiate. Let’s stop writing
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letters to the ayatollah. And let’s stand up,
united as Americans in saying we are for regime change in Iran and we will take any
step necessary to stop Iran from becoming
nuclear. Thank you.
f

IN RECOGNITION OF THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF MS. PAT JORDAN

Mr. Speaker, please join me in thanking Ms.
Pat Jordan for seeing beyond a concept,
working to achieve a goal, and proudly promoting cultural enhancement through the arts.
Through her outreach and events, local artists
are introduced and Kansas City talent is exhibited. Her accomplishments are many as
she is one of the gems for our community.

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER
OF MISSOURI
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Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, I proudly rise
today in recognition of a dynamic lady who
has had a strong influence in promoting our
community’s cultural legacy. As we celebrate
the artistic achievement of our high school artists at the annual Congressional Art Competition, it is appropriate to honor a patron of the
arts, Ms. Pat Jordan. She knows Kansas City,
Missouri, as this is where she grew up, attending Southeast High School in the heart of the
City. She obtained a degree from the University of Missouri in Journalism, which gave her
the tools to investigate, promote and educate
what she loves most, the arts.
The rich cultural history of African Americans who lived in a segregated Kansas City
during the 1920’s, 30’s and 40’s can be traced
to the area centered on 18th and Vine. This is
where the black community lived, worked,
worshipped, and cultivated a unique lifestyle
preserved in the arts, education and sports of
the time. More than most, Pat realizes the importance of preservation of an era that was indigenous to the area but with time has faded.
She understands that a culture uniquely African American must not be allowed to fade.
Through the arts and education, this culture
will be revealed and celebrated along with today’s artist who expresses their interest
through artistic discovery.
While I served on the Kansas City, Missouri
City Council and later as Mayor, my goal was
to preserve the history of 18th and Vine by restoring the area. This is when I met the enthusiastic Pat Jordan, who I enlisted to spearhead the renovation of the Gem Theater. She
worked on the Gem Theater bond fund that
was essential in making the renovation of the
Gem Theater a reality. She continues to promote the area with the Gem Cultural and Educational Center that promotes visual and performing artists.
Presently, Pat serves as Co-Chair of the
Mayor’s Task Force for the Arts; Chairman of
The Light in the Other Room for Kansas City
African American Artists; Member of the Arts
Committee for the Mayor’s Google Task Force
and President of Cross-Lines Towers, Inc. She
has an amazing record of public service and
has served on many advisory boards. She has
been a long time supporter and member of the
Advisory Boards of the Kansas City Friends of
Alvin Ailey, the William Jewel Fine Arts Series
and the Department of Architecture, Urban
Planning & Design of the University of Missouri at Kansas City.
This summer, Kansas City will host the
2012 All-Star Baseball Game. Pat is instrumental in efforts that will bring out-of-town
guests to the heart of 18th and Vine. There,
visitors will enjoy an iconic culture uniquely
Kansas City at the Gem Theater, the Negro
Leagues Baseball Museum, and the American
Jazz Museum.
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had the extraordinarily opportunity to live the
dream of defying the odds and achieving victory through greatness.
This is third time that the Republic Lady Tigers have won the state championship.
I urge my colleagues to join me in congratulating the Republic Ladies Basketball Team,
the Missouri Class 4 State Champions.

f

f

HONORING JAYDIN CLAYTON

HONORING THE LATE MRS. JESSIE
PENDLETON

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON
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Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to ask my colleagues to join me in congratulating Jaydin Clayton of the Father Tolton
Catholic High School Wrestling team for winning the Class 1 Missouri State Wrestling
Championship in the 113-pound weight class.
Mr. Clayton and his coaches should be
commended for all their hard work throughout
the regular season and for bringing home the
state title in the Class 1 113-pound weight
class to his school and community. His win
represents the school’s first state title in
Class 1.
I ask that you join me in recognizing Mr.
Clayton for a job well done.
f

RECOGNIZING
THE
REPUBLIC
GIRLS
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Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to congratulate the young ladies of the Republic
Lady Tigers Basketball Team for winning the
Missouri Class 4 State Championship.
The Lady Tigers had some up and down
moments in their championship run, but were
able to rely upon each other to persevere.
These talented young women, Brooke Dutton,
Alice Heinzler, Alex Botkin, Alexis Edwards,
Sarah Kreul, Kayla Bartelsmeyer, Baylee Rayl,
Micah Mansker, Mercedes Doty, Taylor Wells,
Kailey Mathis, Lindsey Carlson, and Tori Taylor are the true definition of a team. Through
their hard work and dedication they won the
Missouri Class 4 State Championship.
They were outstandingly guided by Coach
Kris Flood and his talented coaching staff, Tori
Mooneyham and Curt Plotter, whom I commend on an amazing accomplishment and a
job well done.
The Republic Basketball team had tremendous support throughout their season; their
friends, family, and fans attended the tournaments, cheered them on throughout the
basketball season and followed them to Columbia for the state championships. Uniquely,
many of the excited fans would dress up in
costumes, like superheroes and whoopee
cushions, for their title run.
The Republic community is justifiably proud
of the extraordinary group of young future
leaders on the Republic Lady Tigers Basketball Team, but even more important, the
young ladies of the Republic Basketball team
will have memories to last a lifetime. They’ve
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Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor a civil rights champion, the late Mrs. Jessie Pendleton. Mrs.
Pendleton served Copiah County for years as
a stanch civil rights activist.
She was born on April 29, 1924 to Allee and
Pearlie Bowens in Crystal Springs, Mississippi.
Jessie was the wife of Mr. J.C. Pendleton and
mother to four children, James Cecil, Mattie,
Helen and Eva.
Mrs. Pendleton joined Providence Missionary Baptist Church at an early age, where
she continued her walk in faith as a dedicated
member. She was the organizer of the first
Providence Missionary Baptist Church Family
& Friends day, which continues as a time honored tradition today. Mrs. Pendleton later became a member of St. Mary’s United Methodist Church where she held many leadership
positions.
Mrs. Pendleton’s love for God and humanity
was instrumental in her endeavors to ensure
that all men were treated fairly, a passion that
ultimately led to her Human Rights activism.
On her list of many accolades, is the redistricting lawsuit she filed in Copiah County,
Mississippi which resulted in the creation of
two predominantly Black districts in Copiah
County, Mississippi which were both represented by black Supervisors. Mrs. Pendleton
also filed a complaint against Harmony Ridge
Water Association, which prior to that restricted water from being provided to citizens
in the rural areas of the County.
Mrs. Pendleton founded the Citizens for
Progress Club in 1987, whose primary focus
was to assist the economically deprived in the
Copiah County and surrounding areas. She
also had the privilege of serving as President
of the Crystal Springs branch of the National
Association of the Advancement of Colored
People. Mrs. Pendleton’s tireless efforts in increasing civic participation led to her receiving
the mother of the year award for Copiah
County in 1986.
Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring the life and legacy of Mrs. Jessie
Pendleton for her dedication and service to
Copiah County, Mississippi.
f

HONORING VETERANS OF THE
VIETNAM WAR

HON. ANN MARIE BUERKLE
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Ms. BUERKLE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor and pay tribute to our Veterans of the
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